
HOW THE GOVERNMENT STRENGTHENS

FIGHTER AND SAFEGUARDS HIS HOME

linde Sam's War Risk Insurance Offers Protection at Cost
ernmcnt Assumes All Administrative Costs, and Extra War

Hazards Business Exceeds by Several Hundred Per
Cent Largest Insurance Company in World.

By JAMES H. COLLINS.
From Commute on Publle Information.)

On October 0, 1017, tho wnr-rls- k In-

surance law went Into effect, provid-
ing for protection of our soldiers, sail-
ors, and marines and their families.
On April 0, 1018, only six months lat-
er, Undo Snm had written approxi-
mately of war risk In-

surance on his fighting forces, cover-
ing upward of 1,700,000 persons In the
military and naval service. For allot-ruen- ts

and allowances alone, approxi-
mately 1,000,000 checks aggregating
more than $43,000,000 hnve already
been sent. It will not bo long beforo
the bureau will be sending out a mil-

lion checks a month.
We have spoken of it as "tho war-ris- k

Insurance law." Technically
this Is correct; actually, It Is mislead-
ing; for the legislation that went Into
teffect on October 0, 1017, was really
a group of laws four acts

for n common purpose. The first
measure In this unprecedented pro-
gram of protection Is the system of
allotments and allowances, In which
tho fighter and the government are
partners for tho care of the families
of all enlisted men In the military or
naval service.

Tho second measure provides for
stated compensation for death nnd dis-

ability Incurred In the line of duty.
This Is the modern American substi-
tute for pensions. Tho compensation,
which ranges from $20 to $100 n month,
Is paid automatically by the govern-
ment to certain specified beneficiaries,
regardless of rank or pay, and without
nny cost to tho recipient.

The third mensuro of protection Is
outright government Insurance against
death and total permanent disability.
In this, the United States Is a pioneer
among tho nations of the world offer-
ing Insurance up to $10,000 to every
mraiber of Its fighting forces, nt net
pence rates. The government assumes
all overhead charges and costs of ad-

ministration, thus making tho rates al-

most Incredibly low. This Insuranco
Is n supplemental form of protection,
stimulating thrift nnd strengthening

t.

Immensity of Bureau's Work.
The fourth mensuro of protection

embodied In the mllltnry and naval
Insurance act is the system of re-ed-

cation nnd rehabilitation of the men
disabled In the war In Itself n task
of vital Importance nnd great magni-
tude.

The figures given convey an Idea of
tho Immensity of the bureau's work.
The Insurance now on tho books of
the Bureau of Wnr-ltls- k Insurance
exceeds by several hundred per cent
the Insurance held by the Inrgcst Ufo
Insurance company In the world.

To copo with the hydrn-hende- d prob-
lem Imposed upon It, the Bureau of
War Hlsk Insuranco has been forced to
expand nt an exceedingly rapid rate.
Tho bureau now occupies space In
eight separate buildings, covering an
area of more than 120,000 square feet,
and has n personnel ot more than 0,

working In two shifts, from nine
o'clock In the morning till midnight

It may bo asked why tho govern-
ment. In addition to family allowances
'anil liberal compensation, should offer
Insurance against death and disability
to Its fighting men. The Justification
for this sjyeeplng Innovation Is simply
this": The government by calling n
man to war takes lilm Into the most
hazardous business In the world, nnd
thus destroys his Insurability. In
turn, it Is only fitting and proper that
tho government should go Into the In-

surance business for hU benefit. Pri-

vate Insurance Cjnnpnnlcs' could not
possibly Insure soldiers and sailors ex-

cept at prohibitive rate At a con-

ference of life insuranco representa-
tives In Washington, when tho pres- -

ent act was discussed, It was stated
that $58 a thousand was tho lowest fig-
uro nt which nny Insuranco company
could nfford to accept soldiers and sail-
ors as risks, and that only for one year.
Thus, $10.000 life Insurance, which un-
der the government system would cost
a soldier tWcnty-sl- x years old $80.40,
wouiu cost about $50 with a prlvato
Insurance company. This disparity Is
largely explained by tho government's
liberality In Itself assuming nil tho ad-
ministrativo costs nnd tho extra war
hazards.

Supplants Pension System.
The entire system of protection af-

forded by tho government Is, In tho
word3 of a major general In tho nrray,
an element of victory in the present
war. Families provided for means
fighters unafraid.

Tho difference between tho old pen-
sion system and the mpdern system
which has supplanted it is clcnrly
demonstrated by the enso of Mrs. Bet-
ty Ingrnhom, 403 Third street, IMntt
City, Ala., tho first woman to receive
n check from tho Bureau of War-Ilis- k

Insurance for a soldier or sailor killed
In action In the present war. Her son,
Gunner's Mnto Osmond Kelly Ingrn-ha-

wns killed October 15, 1017, when
tho U. S. S. Cassln wns attacked by
a German submnrlne.

Under the terms of the military and
naval Insurance net, Mrs. Ingrnham,
being n widowed mother dependent up-

on her son for support, will receive $20
per month, as long us she lives, unless
.she remarries. Furthermore, she Is
entitled to $25 a montli for 240 months
under the Insurance provision of the
act. Her son had not made specific
application for Insurance, but up to
Februnry 12, 1018, automatic Insur-
ance for approximately $4,300 was pro-
vided. Thus, Mrs. Ingrahara will

a total of $45 per month from the
United Stntcs government. If her son
hnd applied for $10,000 of Insurance
sho would receive $77.50 n month. Un-

der the pension laws, section 4707, Be-vls-

Statutes, as amended by the act
of June 27, 1800, Mrs. Ingrnham would
havo been entitled to $12 a month.
Such is the chasm between the old nnd
tho new.

Tho vnst amount of correspondence
which comes to tho Bureau of War
Itlsk Insurance is steeped In human In-

terest. Stories of heroism and lofty
patriotism nro found by the thousands
in the letters received at the bureau.
Many mothers nnd fathers havo re-

turned checks sent to them by the gov-

ernment, declaring that tho govern-
ment needs the money nt this crucial
hour to win the war.

Keeps Home Fires Burning.
Tho Bureau ot War Itlsk Insuranco is

keeping the homo fires burning. But
it Is doing more than that. It is keep-
ing America's fighting forces confident
nnd reassured.

A "bluejacket" on one of tho battle
ships after signing the application for
$10,000 of government insurance, drop-
ped his pen and said

"I have taken care ot my family;
now I can go out and fight like blazes."

Thousands of families throughout
the country nro directly and vitally af-

fected by tho allotment nnd allowance
feature of the war Insurance Inw. Ev-

ery married enlisted man In the nrmy
and navy must allot from his pay (ev-

ery month) at least $15 a month, nnd
not more than half his pay, toward the
support of his wife nnd children. To
this allotment the government ndds
certain allowances, depending upon
tho size of the family. In addition,
tho enlisted mnn may make boiuo
further provision for other relntlves,
nnd In case of dependency the govern-

ment will add certain allowances.
The Bureau of War Itlsk Insurance,

therefore, must keep n tremendous fil

ing nnd cross-filin- g system, covering

FRENCH AND AMERICANS IN GRENADE ATTACK

Frenchmen and Amerlcuns are advancing ucross No Man's Land, some-

where on the front In France. They are moving cautiously, ready to use the
, crcnadcF they are carrying In tho sacks slung over their shoulders.

i
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HONORS AMERICAN ARTIST

WESTERN LIBERAL.

Louis an nrtlst. Is tho i,l8h ln. tnsh; nd ni binder, though In drier sections
first artist of any nationality to have 1- - .BU''-"- -' "euuer or me cumuuieu iiurveBier
a picture acquired by the Louvro in
Paris, during the artist's lifetime. His
etching Is of tho l'ont Neuf, the oldest
bridge In Paris. Tho orlglnnl plato
Is now In permanent possession of the
Louvre nnd n copy of It Is In the Luxem-
bourg museum along with Mr. Orr's fa-

mous etchings of Helms' cathedral.

every enlisted rcrson In the nation's
service, nnd this means millions of
cards, millions of bookkeeping and
financial operations, thousands of
nwnrds, nnd thousnnds of checks go-
ing out every month.

Tho bleak specter of poverty, tho
humiliation of charity, tho silent suf-
fering of penniless pride these nro
eliminated by the government protec-
tion when the mnn Is fighting. After
his fighting Is over, government com-
pensation and government Insuranco
are then called upon to play their part
In the work of protection.

Persons who have business with tho
Bureau of War Itlsk Insurance, as
beneficiaries or otherwise, need not la
nny circumstances employ claim
ngents or próvido lawyers. The Bu-

reau of War Itlsk Insurance will cheer-
fully furnish full legal advice and as-

sistance. Secrotnry McAdoo has vig-

orously denounced the nefnrlous activ-
ities of claim ngents and others who
would prey upon dependents of men
killed ln battle by exacting unneces-
sary fees ai)d requiring useless litiga
tions.

Claims Paid Promptly
Actual Insurance checks, mailed to

the dependents of n soldier or sailor
who has been killed in battle or died
ot disease. Involve very few complica-
tions making for delay. These insur-
anco claims are paid promptly after
death.

Uncle Sam's war-ris- k Insuranco hnd
tho "selling" ndvantnge ot a very at-

tractive rate, and nlso a wide popular
Interest roused by the contingencies of
war. Even so, ccrtnln nmount of
work wns necessary to roll up a largo
body of policyholders. A very brief
experience during the first few weeks
demonstrated that educational work
was necessary some
effort looking townrd explanation, so
thnt every soldier, sailor, marine,
nurse, nnd coast guard man would
know whnt might bo obtained under
this law that Is to say, know their
rights.

Therefore, during tho month of Jan
uary, men were detailed ln every can-

tonment and on every ship to under
tnke tho work of explanation. It was
found thnt hundreds of trained Insur- -

anco men were available la tho army
and navy, and these, as well as ofil

cers Interested ln the welfare of their
men, were arrayed for a general cam-

paign. Lenders in this movement
were assembled at the War-Bis- k In
suranco Bureau la Washington for
three days' Instructions, returning to
their posts nil over the country pre
pared to explain Insurance in detail.
A spirit of friendly rivalry was cre-

ated among regiments nnd other units
of tho fighting forces on land and sen
Many officers made it a point of prldo
to have every one of tho men under
them Insured, very often to the entire
nmount nllowed under the law, which
Is $10,000.

Average Is $8,000 a Man.
The latest figures show that tho av-

erage amount of insurance tnken out
by our fighters Is upward of $8,000
per man. It wns estimated as early
as February 12, 1018, that tho Amcrl
can array, both hero und abroad, was
moro than 00 per cent Insured ny
Unelo Snm. Flnnl figures for tho navy
are not yet nvallable, but tho
Jackets aro known to have responded
enthusiastically. As loug as new men
are called to tho colors, Unelo Snm's
Insuranco campaign will continuo with-

out let up. "Insuranco means pre- -

pnredness; preparedness means vic-

tory" this Is one of tho many battle
cries which aro arraying nil American
fighters ln the Insurance ranks.

Tho War-Ilis- k Insuranco Act Is ad-

ministered by tho treasury department,
and the work of carrying out Its pro-

visions Is under tho closo supervision
of Secretary McAdoo, who proposed to
tho congress the measure creating the
bureau and who has had personal
charge of the organization of this new
form of government nctlvlty. Its suc-

cess Is very closo to his heart, because
ho sees In It not only great humani-
tarian pleco of legislation, bringing se-

curity nnd Justice to those who defend
our flag, and to their dependents, but
nlso an experiment Which may lead to
broader human benefits In tho future.

EXPERT'S TRIBUTE TO

That there Is good reason for the
wonderful crops of grain grown In
Western Canada, which have mode
thousands of former residents of the
United States wealthy, Is not always
given tho thought that It deserves Is
quite apparent. But that there must

, bo n reason Is quite evident. Proba
Diy more than one but the one that
requires emphasis is that the soil Is
nt thn nnr Ih.t ...111 a..mmiv tutu ,,in inuuuii-- Kuim
crops. It was not long since that tho
farmer selected his land In the most
haphazard way. lie need not do so

.today. Ho will select It on the soil
analysis plan. Soil from Western
Canada was submitted to Prof. Slev-- I
ens, soil physicist of tho Stnte Collcgo

, of Washington, nt Pullman, Wash. Ills
report should no doubt further encour
ago settlement In Western Cannda. It
reads as follows:

J "We havo analyzed this sample and
find that It runs high In lime, very
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of physical condition. There Is noth- - the straw is very short, due to drought,
lng wrong with this soil from tho or when the crop Is bndly lodged,

of crop production, nnd I ting with a mower mny be nccessnry.
satisfied that It will give splendid The grain may then be raked nnd put

results wherever put under cultiva- - into cocks, which should be built so as
tlon."

It Is soil like this properly worked,
and on scientific lines, ns Is tho
rule today, that gives the opportunity
to quote the experiences of farmers
who have Incrcnsed their Incomes
from $500 to $30,000 In two seasons,
and whoso story would rend as

"I hove threshed altogether 7,000
of No. wheat nge t0 be harvested advisable

200 acres, which went from 24 to 50
per acre sod breaking 24, spring
plowing 30, bnck setting 50 bushels
tho average being 35 bushels per acre."

Tho newspaper giving nn account of
this man's experience says: "When
disposed of his 1,000 acres from north
of Brooks, Alta, to four Oak narbor
men, he wns worth $30,000. Two years
ago he came here with $500 and few
horses."

It the soli of Western Cannda,
nnd the knowledge of whnt will do
that brings to Canada the hundreds of
settlers thnt are dally arriving nt tho
border. growing enthusiasm for the
fertile prairie lands of Western Can-
nda Is spreading all over the continent.
This enthusiasm the recognition of
tho fact that sufficient food could be
produced on these prnlrle lands to
feed tho world. From the south, enst
nnd West, hundreds of men, too old for
mllltnry service, nre pouring

Canada to take up land or
to work on the farms. A, great many
of the Incoming settlers have arrived
at such central points ns Calgary, Ed
monton, nnd Lcthbrldgc,. Albertn, and
at Beglnn, Moose Jaw, and' Saskatoon,
Saskatchewan. Judging from the bulk
of their household effects, tho number
of their horses nnd cattle; and the
quantity of Implements they are bring-
ing with them, mnit the new ar-

rivals also eeeta blessed with the
world's goods.

Beports from North Portal, Sas
katchewan Courts, Albertn,.andKings- -
gate, British Columbia the prlnclpnl
gateways Into Western Canada from,
the United States Indicate that the
present Influx of tormera Is In such!
volume as has not been witnessed for
many years. From Vancouver, Brit-
ish Columbia, people are going to tho
prairies for summer farm work, many
with the Intention of tnklng up land
themselves nt the end of the summer.

The Influence of this ride of farmer
settlers on greater food' production will
ho more rendlly appreciated when

considered that the average settler
takes up nt least twice as much land
as he has hitherto been farming and
land which, acre for acre, produces bet-
ter and larger crops. Advertisement.

Old Salt Knew.
The pastor had waxed eloquent from

the pulpit In describing ship In dis-

tress. Then "What uro you going to
do!" he cried.

"Nay," retorted nn old sailor in the
congregation, "you've got her ln such
tarnation mess that I'm not sure It's
worth doln' anything "London Tit- -

Bits.

8oothe Itching Skins
With Cutlcurn. Bathe with Cutlcura
Soap and hot.watcr, dry and npply the
Ointment. This usually affords relief
and points to speedy henlment. For
free samples address, "Cutlcura, Dept.
X, Boston." At druggists nnd by mall.
Soap 25, Ointment 25 and 60. Adv.

Not for Education.
"Jones was educated at Harvard,

wasn't ho?" "No he merely went
there." Boston Transcript.

Proving the Contrary.
"Ho mukes $8,000 year as nn avi-

ator." "And yet people say you cun't
llvo on ulr."

Smile on wiih day. That's when you uu
Red Cross Bug Slue. Clothes whiter than
snow, jlü grocers. AdT.

Think It Another Dog.
"Does your dog bark nt the moon?"
"Certainly not ho barks nt tho dog

star." Florida Times-Star- .

Tho bicycle Is still barrpd from the
streets of Constantinople or the high'
ways leading to It.

When Your Eyes Need Care
Try Murine Eye Remedy

So Smírtlnj Jnil Hm Comfort. mdU
IlronUU "tlL Wrlto for Tn Book.

GUTTING, SHOCKING, STACKING AND

THRASHING OAT CROP AT PROPER TIME

Harvesting Crop of Oats.

(Prepared by the United State Depart'
ment of Agriculture.)

Onts usually are cut with grain
thoAmerican

thrasher Is used occasionally. When

am

he

to shed rain. The proper time to cut
oats Is when they nro In the hard
dough stage. Cut before this time the
grain Is not well filled, It shrivels In
curing, and is light In weight. If nl-

lowed to become fully ripe beforo cut-
ting, a considerable pnrt of tho crop
shatters out and Is lost ln harvesting.
The danger of damage from storms
also Is Increase. When n largo ncro--

bushels 1 Northern from s It Is
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to begin cutting soon niter the grain
passes out of the milk stuge, as other-
wise n considerable part of tho crop Is
likely to become too ripe before It can
be cut.

Shocking.
If tho grain Is ripe or In the hard

dough stage when cut, It mny be placed
nt once In round shocks, which should
be capped to prevent damage from rain
and dew. Tho best qunllty of grain
can be obtnlncd1 under these conditions.
If the grain Is- - green or If the bundles
contain ninny weed's, they should bo nl-

lowed to euro for a few hours before
shocking, und then should be placed In
long shocks, which may or may not be
enpped. Long shocks allow the sun
nnd nlr to penetrate much more rendlly
thnn round one nnd are to be prefer-
red when the grain Is cut green or
when conditions for curing nre not
favorable. If long- - shocks nro capped
properly, they protect the grain from
wcntherlng quite ns well as round
shocks. Grain, that Is wet from dew or
rain Bhould be nllowcdi to dry before
It Is shocked. In sections where strong
winds prevail during thu-- harvest seas-

on capping- Is not ndvlsnble, as the
caps blow off nnd the cap sheaves
may be Injured! by contact with tho
ground.

A good round shock mny bo built
by first setting up two' bundles with
tho flat sides facing, tilo-- heads togeth-
er, and the- butts a few Inches npart.
These buadllis should be Jammed down
hard Into tho stubble, so thnt they will
stand firmly. Then, set another bun-

dle nt encli end of this- - pair, so that
there will bo four In a row. Next set
one In the middle of each side. This
lenves at each of tho four corners n
space la which a bundle should bo
plnccd. There are now ten bundles In
the shock, which I about tho right
number. I tho grain Is very dry,
n few more-hundio- mny bo set around
tho shock where they seem to fit best.
When the desired number of bundles
1s set up, the shock should be capped.
One or two, bundles- may be used In
cnpplng, depending- - on the length of
the straw and the dryness of tho grain.
One cap-- allows circulation of air
through the- shock, whllo two caps af-

ford greater protection from rain. Tho
cap bundle Is broken by supporting It
with the-- butts ou one knee and wmi
one forearm and hand under It nt the
band, white the straw nt each sido Is
broken over Jost above the band with
the other hand. The straw of about
half a bundle Is broken to tho right
With the right hand; then tho hands
are reversed and the reranlnder of the
bundle Is broken to tho left with tho
left hand.

Long shocks may bo built by setting
up two bundles with tho flat sides fac
ing, the tops together, and the butts
several Inches apart to allow circula
tion of nlr between them. The next
pair of bundles should bo set up along-

side tho first ln tho snmo way, with tho
tops leaning slightly townrd the first
pair. Tho shock Is completed by sot-

ting another pair at each end nnd then
placing singlo bundles with tho flat
sides in the opening between each end
pair. If desired, moro thnn ten bun
dles may be placed In long shocks. In
capping long shocks tho first bundle
should bo put on with tho butts point-

ing In. tho direction from which tho
prevailing winds como and covering
the heads of tho bundles In that end
of tho shock ns completely as pgsslblc.
Tho second enp should then bo laid on
tho other end ot tho shock In the samo
manner; with tho heads overlapping
those ot the first. Two hundios will
cover an ordinary long shock with con
siderable overlap, but If tho shock Is
very largo more than two caps may be
needed.

Stacking,
Whethor oats should bo stacked or

allowed to remain In tho shock until
they nro thrashed depends vrry largely
on locul conditions. If they, can bo
thrashed from tha shock after they nro
cured but before they are Injured by

weather, tho best course to pursuo de-
pends on the relative cost of shock and
stack thrashing. Investigations show
that stacking ndds about ono to ono
and one-hal- f cents a bushel to tho cost
of producing onts. As thrashing outfits
are often not uvnltnblc when they aro
wanted nnd ns consequently the grain
Is likely to be injured by weathering,
stacking Is generally ndvlsnble, partic-
ularly ln the humid section.

When grain Is stacked. It Is Impor-
tant thnt the stacks be well built. If
tho stacks are put up so carelessly that
they will not shed water, tho grain
might better bo allowed to stand In tho
shocks. Tho bottoms of the stacks
should be ralscdTrom the ground slight-
ly by laying down old rails or other ma-

terial to keep the straw from coming
In contnet with tho earth, thus prevent-
ing tho sbsorptlon of moisture fttnn be-

low. Tho shnpc of the stock Is less Im-

portant thnn tho manner ln which tho
bundles nre laid, though round stacks
probably shed water better than tho
long ricks sometimes built.

Stacking should be begun ns soon as
tho grain Is welt cured In the shock,
ln about ten days to two weeks after
cutting. Bound stacks nre usually
about ten feet ln diameter nt the base.
The usual plan is to build four stacks
in n setting, ln pnlrs six feet npart.

First build a large, round shock
nbout eight feet ln diameter. Then
place two layers of bundles, one direct-
ly on top of tho other, with the heads
resting ngnlnst the shoc"c nnd the butts
forming the ten-fo- base of tho stack.
Make the next row with the butts Just
covering the bands of the other row.
In the same manner lny rows of
bundles, like shingles, until tliecenter
Is reached, overlapping the rows n lit
tle more townrd Jhe center of the
stack. When the first layer Is com-
pleted, begin again nt the outside and
build toward the center.

Shocked bundles havo- slanting butts,
because they are set In. tbo shock with
n slight slant Instead of exactly up-

right. In building the outside rows
nround tho stuck lny the ?ong edge of
tho butt on top nnd projecting beyond
tho lower bundle. In tlib way the di-

ameter of tho stack Is gradually In-

creased, forming the bulge. After n
height of seven or eight feet Is renched
lay tho outer bundles with the long
edge of the butt beneath and Just cov-
ering tho Inner edge of the- - layer Just
completed. In this way the diameter
Is gradually decreased and the stack Is
tapered slowly to a point.

Alwnys keep the middle of the stack
high and firmly tramped down. Do
not tramp the outer layer at all. Keep-
ing tho middle high gives all the
bundles a slant toward the outside and
helps to shed ruin. At the peak, whero
the bundles overlap, fasten n capsheaf
securely by setting It on n sharpened
stnko driven into the top ot the stack.
A well-bui- stack ten feet ln diameter
should be 20 to 25 feet high.

Thrashlna.
As previously stated. It Is cheaper to

thresh directly from the shock If tha
work can, be-- done whllo the grain Is
still ln good condition. Thrashing from
tho shock Is often subject to delay
from rains, however, ns tho work must
wnit until tho bundles nre dry. This
mny mean tbo loss of ono or even two
or three days utter heavy rains. On
the other hand. It tho grain Is stucked.
thrashing may bo resumed almost an
soon as tho rain stops, drain may bo
thrashed from tho shock cither before
or after It has gono through tho sweat.
If It Is thrashed beforo It goes through
tho sweat, It will sweat ln the bin,
but If It is It wilt not ba
Injured. If tho grain Is ilnmp when
thrashed, It sweats too much nnd Is
likely to becomo hot and ho dumaged
by bin burning. Stacked grain should
bo allowed to go through tho swoat be-

fore It Is thrashed.
Tho separator should bo well clenned

beforo thrashing Is begun, particularly
If It has come from u neighbor's farm
where a different varloty of oats Is
grown or If some other grain has Just
been thrashed. Cleaning the separator
also prevents tho bringing ot weed
seeds from other farms. Tho operation
of tho machino should bo watched
carofully to see that alt the grain Is
removed from tho straw. It Is much
easier to do a clean Job of thrashing
when tho grain Is dry than when It Is
moist.

Tho straw should bo run Into tho
mow, where Is can bo kept under
cover or, If It must bo stacked outside,
tho stack should be built carefully so
that It will shed wutor. Oat straw Is
a valuable roughage for llvo stock, be-

ing much better for this purposo thna
tho straw of wheat or barley. It Is also
of value for bedding and tho making
of manure, If It Is not all needed for
feed.


